
COVID-19 UPDATE 

Face masks in schools 

As directed by the Victorian Chief Health Officer, from 11.59PM Friday 
26 February: 

•   Individuals aged 12 years and over must always carry a face mask – 
unless they have a lawful exemption. 

•   Individuals aged 12 years and over must wear a face mask when on 
public transport, school buses and when in taxis or ride share vehicles – 
unless they have a lawful exemption. 

•   There are a number of lawful excuses for not wearing a face mask, 
including for staff and students who are unable to wear a face mask 
due to the nature of their disability. This includes students or staff who 
have a medical condition, such as a breathing problem, a serious skin 
condition on the face, or a mental health condition. 

•   Face masks are strongly recommended for use by staff, students and 
visitors when physical distancing of 1.5 metres cannot be maintained.  

•   A face mask must cover the nose and mouth. Face shields, scarves or 
bandanas do not meet these requirements. 

ASSEMBLIES 

Parents, carers, family members and friends are now able to attend our 
fortnightly Monday morning  (9:00am) School Assembly.  As per the 
Departments guidelines and density limits, external guests will be asked 
to sit outside on the chairs provided, the multipurpose roller door will 
be up.  Assembly dates are as follows: 

Monday 15th March – 9:00am &  Monday 29th March – 9:00am 

WELCOME BACK BBQ AND PARENT INFO SESSION 

The Welcome Back BBQ and Parent Information Session will now take place 
on Tuesday 16th March, starting at 5:00pm.  All families are encouraged to 
attend.   The schedule is as follows: 

5:00pm – Welcome and Principal Presentation in the Senior room - Andrew 
Tatchell 

5:20pm – Parent workshops:  

P-2 – Supporting reading at home – Shandelle Wood and Kerry Cameron 

3-6 – Writers Workshop – Sherriden Byrne and Ben Collins 

*Students will be supervised in the yard during the workshops – Kim McLean 
and Rachel Ellis-Hall* 

5:45pm – School tour for interested parents – Andrew Tatchell 

6:00pm – BBQ provided, following COVID-19 safe procedures.   
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Calendar of Events 

TERM 1-2021 

28 January– 1 April, 10 Weeks 

Friday 5th March 

2021 School Fees Due 

Curriculum/Pupil Free Day 

Monday 8th March 

Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 16th March 

Parent Info Session & BYO 

picnic—5pm 

15-19 March 

Swimming Program 

Monday 22nd March 

School Council AGM 

Tuesday 30th March 

School Concert 

Thursday 1st April 

End Term 1 

TERM 2-2021 

19 April—25 June, 10 Weeks 
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2021 PARENT PAYMENTS 

Families are reminded that 2021 School Fees of $100 per student are due in full by today or please    
advise Andrea of alternative payment arrangements. 

LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

A reminder that Monday 8th March is a Public Holiday. 

SWIMMING PROGRAM 

All students will participate in an intensive week long Swimming Program from Monday 15th-Friday 19th 
March.  Students will be placed in ability groups and participate in 5 x 45 minute sessions, facilitated by 
qualified Auswim instructors.  Students will be transported by bus to and from the Maryborough       
Leisure Centre.  There is no cost for this program.  Please provide parental consent on uEducateUs and 
return the medical form no later than Friday 12th March.  Students are required to bring their bathers, 
a towel and underwear each day.  Goggles are optional.   

NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST BULLYING AND VIOLENCE 

We are excited for our school community to Take Action Together alongside more than 60% of         
Australian schools on Friday 19 March 2021, for the 11th National Day of Action against Bullying and 
Violence (NDA). Operating since 2011, Bullying. No Way! delivers the NDA for Australian schools. The 
NDA encourages school communities to stand together against bullying and violence, providing an    
opportunity for schools across the nation to showcase bullying prevention and response initiatives. The 
theme for the 2021 is Take Action Together. This theme aims to elevate student voice, empowering 
young Australians to join the national conversation. 

uEDUCATEUS 

uEducateUs is a full-featured online school system. It’s designed to make administrating schools and 
classrooms easier, track student activities whether in the classroom or working from home, and         
improve communication between staff, teachers, students and parents.  It is critical all families are   
accessing uEducateUs as much of the schools communication, logging of absences, booking of         
interviews is done through this program.  If you require support with setting up uEducateUs,              
resetting your password etc please contact Andrea Potter on Tuesdays and Fridays.      

VOLUNTEERS 

Timor Primary School is seeking volunteers in the following areas: 

 Supporting reading in the morning/s (9:00-9:30am).  Please speak with classroom teachers 

 Hot Lunch – Please see Rhiannon Hoban 

 Library – Support the borrowing of books, before and/or after school (8:45-9:00am) and             
(3:10-3:30pm).  Please see Andrew for more details. 

 Clubs Program (2:10-3:10pm Fridays) – If you have an idea for a club (e.g sewing/knitting) or 
would like to support a club please see Andrew for more details. 

As per our Child safe Standards, ALL volunteers must have a Volunteer Working With Children’s Check 
which is at no cost.  A record of this must be provided before volunteering. 
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STUDENT DRESS CODE POLICY (UNIFORM) 

Please ensure that your child is in full school uniform.  If you are short on uniform, a reminder that 
the school stocks not only new uniform, it also stocks some second hand uniform at a heavily         
discounted rate.  If you are facing hardship and are unable to purchase uniform, please see Andrew 
Tatchell or Andrea Potter.   

Regards, 

Andrew Tatchell 

PRINCIPAL 
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We have been practising and rehearsing songs and dances for our 
2021 Timor School Concert.  

Come and watch all our students perform on stage on Tuesday March 
30th at 3.30pm. See you then! Miss Ellis 
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Hi, my name is Ali Wilson and I am recently started working with the Central 

Goldfields primary schools as a family engagement officer.  

I am a qualified social worker and I am also a qualified teacher. I have        

recently relocated to the area after living and working in Warrnambool in 

Southwest Victoria. I am looking forward to meeting with our school       

families and students and I am keen to hear from families about how our 

schools can best support you to get your children to school and for you to 

become involved in our school community.  

Engaging families in all aspects of schooling helps to cultivate greater      

student engagement, improves academic results, results in better social 

outcomes, and helps children to reach their full potential. For this reason, I would appreciate any ideas 

you may have on how our school can help to support you so that we can best support your children. 

Please feel free to contact me via email on Alison.wilson2@education.vic.gov.au or you can call the 
school office to get in touch with me.  

 
I look forward to hearing from your ideas.  

tel:0429892164
mailto:Alison.wilson2@education.vic.gov.au
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School procedures for the bushfire season 

Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear  

direction on the safest options for preserving life. 

 

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR)  

will be closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined in their Bureau  

of Meteorology district.   

Our school has been identified as being one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR. 

 

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day closure by 

letter, Facebook notification and/or text message.  A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency  

Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure.  Once we are advised 

of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the school day. 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.  

This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child.  It is also  

important to note that: 

 

 No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day 

 School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of  
Meteorology district in which the camp is located. 

 
On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children 
should never be left at home or in the care of older children.  
 
For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest 
option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day. 

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our                
Emergency Management Plan.  

What can parents do? 

 Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in 
the event that our school is closed. 

 Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.  Keep in touch with us 
by reading our newsletters, by checking our website and by talking to your child’s teacher or any other 
member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan. 

  Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal 
area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay. 

 If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan. 

 

You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/
closures.aspx 

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call the     
24-hour Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 1800 240 667. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au
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