
WELCOME BACK BBQ AND PARENT INFO SESSION 

The Welcome Back BBQ and Parent Information Session was held on 
Tuesday 16th March.  I would like to thank the 13 families that were in 
attendance, with the parents experiencing a presentation on the 
schools direction, the importance of attendance ‘Every Minute Matters’ 
and how home and school can work in partnerships to improve student 
learning and life outcomes.   Parents were also exposed to two           
extremely high quality workshops on ways they can support and        
improve reading and writing in the family home.  A friendly BBQ        
followed with staff and parents having the opportunity to chat whilst 
the students played.   

If you would like a copy of the presentations please email me on         
andrew.tatchell@education.vic.gov.au 

It is recommended that all families support planned school events 
moving forward.    

 

SWIMMING PROGRAM 

All students have keenly participated in the 
intensive week long Swimming                    
Program.  Students have improved their   
water familiarisation, stroke technique      
including breathing and water safety skills 
throughout the week.  

 

 

‘EVERY MINUTE MATTERS’ LAUNCH 

On Wednesday 24th March School Captains Renae Neilsen and Blake 
Higgins along with Mr Tatchell will be attending the ‘Every Minute 
Matters’ Launch at 12:00 noon at the community Hub.  School Captains, 
Principals and other important members of the community will be 
attending the launch, signifying the importance of students attending 
school.  All students will then be provided with a glow in the dark wrist 
band as a sign of every minute matters                        
(at school).  Students with excellent attendance at 
the end of each term will also be recognised with   
other coloured wristbands, depending on their 
attendance rate. 
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Calendar of Events 

TERM 1-2021 

28 January– 1 April, 10 Weeks 

Monday 22nd March 

School Council Meeting 

Wednesday 24th March 

Every Minute Matters Launch 

Friday 26th March 

Yr 5/6 Sovereign Hill           

Excursion 

Tuesday 30th March 

School Concert 

Thursday 1st April 

End Term 1, dismiss 2.30pm 

TERM 2-2021 

19 April—25 June, 10 Weeks 

Be Respectful – Be Responsible – Achieve your Poten-

Principal’s Report…  

Timor Primary School—1207 

Ph: 5461 2595   

timor.ps@education.vic.gov.au  
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2021 PARENT PAYMENTS 

Families are reminded that 2021 School Fees of $100 per student were due in full on 5th March.   
Please advise Andrea of alternative payment arrangements. 

NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST BULLYING AND VIOLENCE 

We are excited for our school community who took part in the Take Action Together alongside more 
than 60% of Australian schools on Friday 19 March 2021 (today), for the 11th National Day of Action 
against Bullying and Violence (NDA). Operating since 2011, Bullying. No Way! delivers the NDA for    
Australian schools. The NDA encourages school communities to stand together against bullying and   
violence, providing an opportunity for schools across the nation to showcase bullying prevention and 
response initiatives. The theme for the 2021 is Take Action Together. This theme aims to elevate        
student voice, empowering young Australians to join the national conversation.  Mr Tatchell provided 
students with a presentation about the importance of the day, the definition of Bullying, facts about 
Bullying and strategies to support students if they or someone else is getting bullied.  The students then 
worked in multi-age pairs to trace around their hands, cut them out and make the  Bullying. No Way! 
Mural which is now located in the multi-purpose room.   

NAPLAN—COORDINATED PRACTICE TEST 

On Thursday 25th March students in years 3 and 5 will participate in a NAPLAN – Coordinated Practice 
Test starting at 11:30am.  The 45 minute Practice Test will be provide students with a snapshot of what 
the upcoming NAPLAN testing will look like in May.   

SOVEREIGN HILL EXCURSION—YEARS 5/6 

Students in Years 5/6 will be attending an excursion to Sovereign Hill Ballarat on Friday 26th 
March.  This will be a great learning opportunity for the students to further develop their knowledge 
around the Gold Rush as part of their Integrated Studies topic.   
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SCHOOL CONCERT 

Traditionally our School Concert has taken place towards the end of the year.  This year our            
Performing Arts teacher Rachel Ellis-Hall is taking family leave early in Term 2 so we decided to hold 
the Concert at the end of Term 1 as there is a possibility that the teacher replacing Rachel isn’t      
performing Arts trained (likely Visual Arts) and we wouldn’t have a concert at all.  This year’s Concert 
will be held in the multi-purpose room on Tuesday 30th March starting at 3:30pm and will include a 
number of musical performances.  Unfortunately due to COVID-19 density restrictions we are       
requesting that only two adults from each family attend.  There is no limit on children under the 
age of 12 years.   

EARLY DISMISSAL—THURSDAY 1ST APRIL 

Just a reminder that students will be dismissed early at 2:30pm on the last day of term 1, Thursday 1st 
April.   

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

Please ensure that your child is in full school uniform.  If you are short on uniform, a reminder that 
the school stocks not only new uniform, it also stocks some second hand uniform at a heavily         
discounted rate.  If you are facing hardship and are unable to purchase uniform, please see Andrew 
Tatchell or Andrea Potter.   

VOLUNTEERS 

Timor Primary School is seeking volunteers in the following areas: 

 Supporting reading in the morning/s (9:00-9:30am).  Please speak with classroom teachers 

 Hot Lunch – Please see Rhiannon Hoban 

 Library – Support the borrowing of books, before and/or after school (8:45-9:00am) and (3:10-
3:30pm).  Please see Andrew for more details. 

 Clubs Program (2:10-3:10pm Fridays) – If you have an idea for a club (e.g sewing/knitting) or 
would like to support a club please see Andrew for more details. 

As per our Child safe Standards, ALL volunteers must have a Volunteer Working With Children’s 
Check, this can be accessed at WWCC Volunteers and is at no cost.  A record of this must be         
presented before volunteering. 

COVID-19 UPDATE 

Face masks in schools 

As directed by the Victorian Chief Health Officer, from 11.59PM Friday 26 February: 

•             Individuals aged 12 years and over must always carry a face mask – unless they have a lawful exemption. 
•             Individuals aged 12 years and over must wear a face mask when on public transport, school buses and when in 
taxis or ride share vehicles – unless they have a lawful exemption. 
•             There are a number of lawful excuses for not wearing a face mask, including for staff and students who are      
unable to wear a face mask due to the nature of their disability. This includes students or staff who have a medical      
condition, such as a breathing problem, a serious skin condition on the face, or a mental health condition. 
•             Face masks are strongly recommended for use by staff, students and visitors when physical distancing of 1.5   
metres cannot be maintained.  
•             A face mask must cover the nose and mouth. Face shields, scarves or bandanas do not meet these requirements. 

Assemblies  

Parents, carers, family members and friends are now able to attend our fortnightly Monday morning  (9:00am) School 
Assembly.  As per the Departments guidelines and density limits, external guests will be asked to sit outside on the chairs 
provided, the multipurpose roller door will be up.  Assembly dates are as follows: 

Monday 29th March – 9:00am 

https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/individuals/current-cardholders/volunteer-to-employee-check
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We have been practising and rehearsing songs and dances for our 
2021 Timor School Concert.  

Come and watch all our students perform on stage on                      
Tuesday March 30th at 3.30pm. See you then! Miss Ellis 

Be Respectful – Be Responsible – Achieve your Potential 
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In order to effectively learn at school, children need to be present. 

Do a few days off really matter? Does it really matter if my child is late? 

Yes. Non-attendance has both academic and social impacts. Impacts of absenteeism are cumulative.     

Patterns of absence in the primary years often continue and grow in secondary school.  

Just as full day absence can become pattern-forming and impact negatively on achievement, so too is 

lateness. While 10 minutes is not long, it’s important to consider your child’s emotional space as they 

enter the classroom. A child who arrives during class time has no time to mentally prepare themselves 

for the day. The stress of being late may well impact them for some time into their first lesson of the day.  

This is most often reading and writing. Just as adults require time and space to read and write well,     

children deserve the same conditions.  

Lateness is also cumulative. If a child is late by only 10 minutes a few times a week, the hours soon add 

up. In a single year there are approximately 30 hours of learning missed and, as suggested earlier, the 

most important learning of the day is often scheduled first in primary school. Assuming the same        

pattern throughout the year, being 10 minutes late each day equates to over a week of missed school 

days over the year. 

Factors that may influence student absence 
 Academic self-concept, depression, anxiety, negative attitude toward peers or teachers and 

lack of sense of belonging; 
 Family factors, such as how highly education is valued in the home and the level of family     

involvement in things like homework; 
 School-related factors, such as the tolerance of bullying, poor connection to peer groups, poor 

teacher relationships 
 
What can parents do to help? 
 Set positive attendance habits early 
 Reach out to the school when you no longer feel in control 
 Set high expectations for your child and do your best to model them in your own life 
 Never put the blame on the child or other parents 
  
My child attends school, so this isn’t a problem for my family Is it? 
If we want to live in a thriving community, it is up to all of us to support everyone in our community. 
An educated community assists to lead to a strong community. For us to improve student                
attendance and ultimately better educational outcomes for our whole student community, we need 
a supportive culture. When things begin to deviate from the ideal, parents and staff all need to work   
together in a “no blame culture” to support children to return to school as soon as possible. 

 
Every absence impacts achievement. Building and maintaining positive attendance patterns is a 

three way partnership between students, parents and schools, where all parties hold an important 
piece of the puzzle.  This is why ‘EVERY MINUTE MATTERS’. 
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In the Prep-One room we have started writing narratives and narrative 
style sentences, remembering to add our full stops and capital letters.    
We have continued our letter sound work, while the grade ones are       
starting to work through the SoundWaves program.  

It is so great to see so many students receiving their 25 nights of reading 
certificates – keep up the great work. And just a reminder to check at 
home to make sure all of the school readers are coming back to school as 
we are running a bit low!   

In Maths we are exploring times of the day, o’clock and half past times and 
comparing time durations.  

We will be          
exploring some of 
history in Timor 

next week, so make 
sure you wear you   
runners for some 

special walks! 
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“Class pet” 
One Tuesday we got a class pet! It was 2pm. It was a guinea pig to 

have at school and one person was going to be chosen to feed it.  

We let it out for a run. He hid because we all looked away for one second and 

he was gone! “Don’t tell Miss Byrne,” I said. 

“We need to find him! Miss Byrne is coming!” said Maddi. “Ok hide the cage!” 

I said.  

In walked Miss Byrne “What is going on? Where is the guinea pig?” she 

asked. “Hmmm…do not tell,” I whisper quietly. “Do not tell me what?” 

questioned Miss Byrne. DING! DING! “Home time” said Miss Byrne.  

On Wednesday, we set some food and we waited. Darryl said we caught 

something! When we looked in the trap, it was a rat! “Noooo” yelled Michael, 

“Shhh” I said, Miss Byrne might hear you. “We need to find the guinea 

pig,” pleaded Darryl. “Oh no!” I said, “Miss Byrne is here, she is coming, 

hide everyone!” “Hold on….Miss Byrne is gone…. she must forgotten some-

thing. “I found the guinea pig!” yelled Ryan “good” I said. “Hi Miss Byrne!” 

we all said. “Hi everyone, how is the guineapig?” “Good” we said. “Well, let 

us get started then,” said Miss Byrne.   The end       

 

Blake W 

Be Respectful – Be Responsible – Achieve your Potential 
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One Monday morning at 9.05 I walked into my classroom at Timor Primary School. 

Mrs Byrne said “Hey check this beauty out!” I walked to this big fish tank and saw… 

A PJ Shark egg! “Has it hatched yet?” I asked. “No” said Mrs Byrne.  

I loved sharks, “Wow” I said. 

“Where is its first octopus?” I asked. Mrs Byrne held up a tentacle and said here. The 

tentacle was still twitching! “Eww” I shouted. “Just put into the cage! Yuck!”  

Just then, Toby and Blake boomed through the door! “Aaahhhhhhhhhhh!” Mrs Byrne 

and I screamed, sorry said Toby. after that we got our hats and raced out side. 

At recess all, my classmates and Mr Tatch knew about the class pet. When I was   

eating my dippet,  

I heard glass braking! I told Mrs Byrne and we both ran through the door. Shania my 

little sister must have sneaked in because she was in our classroom trying to fish out 

the newly hatched pj shark! She fractured the cage! Shania! You stupid little brat I 

hate you so much! Why do you have to brake everything! I shouted. Shania ran out of 

the classroom crying. 

I took some left over blue tack and blocked any more water from spilling out. Then I 

ran out to get a new cage. While Mrs Byrne was filling up the cage, I came back with 

a brand new cage, just after we filled up the new cage, the old cage brock to peases! 

Ow!!! Mrs Byrne screamed I looked at her foot there was a huge chunk of glass in her 

foot! I ran into Mrs Potter’s office, picked up the phone, and dialled 000. Mrs Potter 

was so startled she did not even make a sound.  

Ambulance now please this is Timor School 3465! The ambulance came and took care of 

the glass on the table and Mrs Byrne’s foot. 

After that incident Shania was band to even go near the 5/6 classroom. Although Mrs 

Byrne was limping, we were all happy and well. 

The class soon called the shark billy.. Billy grew 

to be a meter long. Soon Timor was a tourist 

attraction because billy was a sight to           

behold. (And stay tuned for billy the shark.)   

The end. 

Evelyn P 
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 Congratulations to Odice on    

receiving the Respect the 

badge award for always    

being respectful, achieving 

his potential and growing            

resilience!  

 

Also congratulations to our students of the week Riley, 

Ivy and Blake W and Principals award winner Keith and 

performing arts award winners Lana and Zac. 
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School procedures for the bushfire season 

Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear  

direction on the safest options for preserving life. 

 

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR)  

will be closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined in their Bureau  

of Meteorology district.   

Our school has been identified as being one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR. 

 

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day closure by 

letter, Facebook notification and/or text message.  A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency  

Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure.  Once we are advised 

of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the school day. 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.  

This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child.  It is also  

important to note that: 

 

 No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day 

 School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of  
Meteorology district in which the camp is located. 

 
On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children 
should never be left at home or in the care of older children.  
 
For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest 
option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day. 

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our                
Emergency Management Plan.  

What can parents do? 

 Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in 
the event that our school is closed. 

 Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.  Keep in touch with us 
by reading our newsletters, by checking our website and by talking to your child’s teacher or any other 
member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan. 

  Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal 
area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay. 

 If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan. 

 

You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/
closures.aspx 

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call the     
24-hour Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 1800 240 667. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au
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