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Calendar of Events

Principal’s Report…

TERM 4-2020
5th October—18th December
11 Weeks

Tuesday 24th November
Yr 5/6 Puberty Session #1

Friday 27th November

COVID-19 UPDATE
The students and staff have settled back into onsite learning
exceptionally well. Student attendance has been excellent and parents
have been following the recommendations not to come onsite unless it
is absolutely necessary and not mingling at the front gate, thank you for
your ongoing support with this. Extended cleaning continues to take
place and drink taps are still out of use.

First Prep Transition, 9-11am Parents are reminded to make sure your child
Thursday 3rd December

has a reusable drink bottle every day.

School Council Meeting
The 3 priorities for the rest of the year are:

Friday 4th December

Mental Health & Wellbeing

School Photos
7-10th December
Yr 5/6 Cottage by the Sea
Camp

Our highest priority will be the wellbeing, particularly the mental
health, of every student and member of staff. This means effectively
mobilising all available resources to support our most vulnerable
students and enabling staff to access the relevant support services.

Learning and Excellence
Some of our students have thrived in the remote and flexible learning
environment, others have maintained their learning progress, and
some have fallen behind, despite their best efforts and those of their
families and teachers. Our priority will be supporting both those who
need it to catch up and those who have progressed to continue to
extend their learning.
Transitions

Child Safe
At Timor Primary School we
create a child safe
organization and protect
students from all forms of
abuse.

We will make every effort to ensure successful transitions for children
moving from kindergarten into Prep and the Grade 6s moving into Year
7. We know some families are worried that their child may have to
repeat a year due to the disruptions of coronavirus (COVID-19). There is
little evidence to support the benefits of repeating a year to catch up.
Instead, schools will use teaching strategies that draw on the best
evidence available to help students meet their learning needs. Parents,
families and carers can be confident that the best option for almost
every child is to stay with their peer group, whether that is moving from
kindergarten into Prep, moving from Grade 6 into Year 7 at secondary
school, or students moving up any year level in between.
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE
School attendance rates have dropped dramatically recently with quite a few students being absent
from school for long periods of time. We understand that students that are unwell should not come
to school during these times, but they should see a doctor or seek a COVID-19 test if they are unwell
for any length of time. Just a reminder that ‘every minute matters’ as we continue to work hard on
catching the students up. Please remember to log the absence/s on uEducateUs.

STUDENT ASSESSMENTS, REPORTS AND PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS
Throughout the next two weeks staff will be busily assessing individual student progress in all subject
areas in readiness for Semester 2 Reports, which will be handed out on Monday 14 th December.
Parents and Carers will also have the opportunity to attend Parent Techer Interviews on Tuesday
15th December from 1:30-5:00pm. Information on how to book a 10 minutes interview on
uEducateUs will be provided in the coming weeks.

2021 PREP TRANSITION
2021 Prep Transition can now take place in schools with COVID safe practices in place. There is to be
no more than 10 people onsite (children and parents). We currently have 6 new prep students
enrolled with sessions planned on the following dates:
Friday 20th November – 9:00-11:00
Friday 27th November – 9:00-11:00
Friday 4th December – 9:00-11:30 (bring hat and snack)
Friday 11th December – 9:00-12:00 (bring hat and snack)
Mrs Shandelle Wood has also been making special visits to the kinders where our students are
coming from. She is familiarising herself to the children in readiness for 2021.

YEAR 7 TRANSITION
Year 7 Transition can now take place in schools with COVID safe practices in place. There is to be no
more than 10 people (students and teachers) in a classroom/area at any one time. Students
attending MEC in 2021 will attend a half day Transition session in the near future (TBC).

SUCCESSFUL GRANT APPLICATION
We have recently received communication that our Andrews Labor
Government’s School Shade Grants Program submission was successful.
We will receive $5,000.00 to replace the shade sails over the sand pit and
outdoor eating areas. The School Shade Grants program is supported by the
Victorian Government.

GROUNDS & BUILDINGS UPDATE
Bushfire preparedness works will take place over the coming months. This work includes the clearing
of vegetation close to buildings, consistent mowing, trimming/pruning and spraying to keep the grass
down, edging around garden beds and the installation of weed matting and rocks to act a
barrier.
Quoting is in progress on internal MARC Portable works (flooring and carpet, replacement/patch up
plaster) and the installation of a false wall in the 2-4 room to provide a barrier between the
classroom and the Art room equipment.
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5/6 BIKE EDUCATION
Students in Years 5/6 participated in the Bike Education Program Big Ride on Thursday 19th
November. Students along with Mr Hall, Ms Byrne, Rhiannon Hoban and Mr Tatchell (following in the
car) concurred the 8km all-terrane track. The students showcased the many skills they have learnt
throughout this excellent program. A big thank you to Mr Murray Hall for coordination such a
successful and highly rewarding program!

5/6 CAMP COTTGE BY THE SEA, QUEENSCLIFF
Students in Years 5/6 will be attending the Cottage By The Sea beach camp at Queenscliff from
Monday 7th – Thursday 10th December. Further information including a parent information booklet,
itinerary and final note will follow in week 9.

SCHOOL PHOTOS
School Photos can now take place in schools and are booked for Friday 4 th December. Relevant
documentation and order forms were sent home earlier this week. Please ensure your child is
dressed in full school uniform on Friday 4th December.

SCHOOL CONCERT
Due to COVID-19 restrictions to Performing Arts lessons (no singing and sharing of musical
instruments), unfortunately there will not be a school concert this year.

YEAR 6 VIRTUAL GRADUATION
At the moment Year 6 Graduation will take place onsite at Timor primary School on Thursday 17 th
December, starting at 6:00pm. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, unfortunately parents, grandparents
and carers are unable to attend. The formal part of the evening will be filmed and able to be viewed
via WebEx/Zoom. Further information will follow closer to the event.

TUTOR PROGRAM
To enable schools to employ more than 4,100 tutors to support more than 200,000 students, the
Victorian Government announced total funding of $250 million, representing the largest initiative to
support individual student learning in the history of the state. To ensure every school is able to
participate effectively in the program, each school, irrespective of size, primary, secondary, or
specialist, or level of disadvantage, will receive a base level of funding of $15,000 to engage tutor
support, with additional loadings reflecting levels of both enrolments and disadvantage. Funding will
be provided directly to schools as a specific purpose payment through an Student Resource Package
(SRP) credit allocation and must be spent during the 2021 calendar year. The funding provided to
Timor Primary School to support the Tutor Support Program is $19,166.00. Experienced and recently
retired teacher Kerry Cameron will be providing small group Literacy Intervention two mornings
(6 hours) per week for Term 1-3.

5/6 PUBERTY PROGRAM
An important part of the Years 5/6 Health Curriculum is learning about Puberty and changes to the
body. If you do not want your child to participate in this program please contact the school. The
sessions run for approximately 1.5 hours on the following dates:
Session #1 – Tuesday 24th November
Sessions #2 & #3 – Tuesday 1st December
Sessions #4 & #5 – Monday 14th December
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2021 PLANNING
In 2021 the school will be running the following model:
P/1 – 17 students – Mrs Wood
2/4 – 14 students – Mr Sheean
5/6 – 17 students – Ms Byrne
The Arts – Mrs Ellis-Hall
MARC Library – Mrs McLean
P.E – Andrew Tatchell
Education Support Staff
Rhiannon Hoban

Debra Borg
Andrea Potter (.4)
Regards,
Andrew Tatchell
Principal

Be Respectful – Be Responsible – Achieve your Potential

Page 5

Our program concluded yesterday with an 8-9km
ride over a variety of terrain, from rough bush tracks
to main roads.
Over the 5 weeks, students have developed new
skills and confidence and I’m pleased with their
achievements. Every child made noticeable
progress!!
The program doesn’t prepare children for riding on
roads unsupervised—it’s recommended that
children under 12 not ride in traffic unless
accompanied by an adult.
Children have everything to gain from having an
operational bike!
Well done to all grade 5/6 students.
Murray Hall
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The Preps-Ones have continued their study of what makes us safe and healthy. We
have been talking about the importance of sleep, healthy food and exercise. We tasted
lots of different healthy fruits and vegetables of a variety of colours and talked about
“eating a rainbow”. We also checked how much sugar was in the things we eat and
drink and made a class display. Next week we hope
to have a healthy lunch day as a part of our work!
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FRIDAY 4TH DECEMBER
Student envelopes were sent home on Tuesday for parents
to order either online or by paying cash and returning the
sheet to school.
If you need another form please come into school.

All students should be dressed in FULL SCHOOL UNIFORM
on the day!

SAY BANANA’S
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School Council approved a small increase in Uniform Prices for 2020 as
listed.

Be Respectful – Be Responsible – Achieve your Potential

Page 10

Be Respectful – Be Responsible – Achieve your Potential

Page 11

Be Respectful – Be Responsible – Achieve your Potential

Page 12

Be Respectful – Be Responsible – Achieve your Potential

Page 13

Be Respectful – Be Responsible – Achieve your Potential

Page 14

Be Respectful – Be Responsible – Achieve your Potential

Page 15

Be Respectful – Be Responsible – Achieve your Potential

Page 16

School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear
direction on the safest options for preserving life.
Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR)
will be closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined in their Bureau
of Meteorology district.
Our school has been identified as being one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR.
Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day closure by
letter, Facebook notification and/or text message. A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency
Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once we are advised
of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the school day.
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.
This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is also
important to note that:




No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day
School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of
Meteorology district in which the camp is located.

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children
should never be left at home or in the care of older children.
For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest
option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day.
As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our
Emergency Management Plan.
What can parents do?







Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in
the event that our school is closed.
Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us
by reading our newsletters, by checking our website and by talking to your child’s teacher or any other
member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan.
Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal
area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.
If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.

You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Early
Childhood Development website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/
closures.aspx
For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call the
24-hour Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 1800 240 667.
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