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Calendar of Events

Principal’s Report…

TERM 4-2020
5th October—18th December
11 Weeks

Monday 2nd November
Curriculum Day—Student
Free Day
Tuesday 3rd November
Public Holiday—Melb Cup

COVID-19 UPDATE
The students and staff have settled back into onsite learning
exceptionally well. Student attendance has been excellent and parents
have been following the recommendations not to come onsite unless it
is absolutely necessary and not mingling at the front gate, thank you for
your ongoing support with this. Extended cleaning continues to take
place and drink taps are still out of use.

Parents are reminded to make sure your child
has a reusable drink bottle every day.

Friday 20th November
First Prep Transition, 9-11am The 3 priorities for the rest of the year are:
Mental Health & Wellbeing
Our highest priority will be the wellbeing, particularly the mental
health, of every student and member of staff. This means effectively
mobilising all available resources to support our most vulnerable
students and enabling staff to access the relevant support services.

Learning and Excellence
Some of our students have thrived in the remote and flexible learning
environment, others have maintained their learning progress, and
some have fallen behind, despite their best efforts and those of their
families and teachers. Our priority will be supporting both those who
need it to catch up and those who have progressed to continue to
extend their learning.
Priority 3 – Transitions

Child Safe
At Timor Primary School we
create a child safe
organization and protect
students from all forms of
abuse.

We will make every effort to ensure successful transitions for children
moving from kindergarten into Prep and the Grade 6s moving into Year
7. We know some families are worried that their child may have to
repeat a year due to the disruptions of coronavirus (COVID-19). There is
little evidence to support the benefits of repeating a year to catch up.
Instead, schools will use teaching strategies that draw on the best
evidence available to help students meet their learning needs. Parents,
families and carers can be confident that the best option for almost
every child is to stay with their peer group, whether that is moving from
kindergarten into Prep, moving from Grade 6 into Year 7 at secondary
school, or students moving up any year level in between.
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CURRICULUM DAY
Monday 2nd November is a pupil free Curriculum day. Staff will be completing some Reading Fountas and Pinnell online learning as well as participating in an annual CPR update.

PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Just a reminder about the Melbourne Cup Public Holiday this coming Tuesday 3 rd November.

PARENT OPINION SURVEY
The annual Parent Opinion Survey is now open to all parents. Unfortunately as of Thursday 29th
October, only 2 families (6%) have completed this survey. This current response rate will not be
enough data for the school to receive accurate feedback. The survey provides an opportunity for
parents to provide anonymous feedback about the school. Although this survey is optional, I would
be extremely grateful if you could complete the online survey by Friday 13th November. A detailed
letter was sent home as well as a follow up uEducateUs message with how to access the survey.

REMOTE LEARNING SURVEY
We are seeking your feedback in regards to how the school planned, implemented and supported
families throughout Remote Learning 2.0. Please take just a few minutes to complete the
online survey by clicking on the link below or typing it into your web browser. Your feedback is
important as it will help us review and improve our online communication and practices moving
forward.
https://forms.gle/c9H4zKB5VaQ4yZzw7

2021 PREP TRANSITION
2021 Prep Transition can now take place in schools with COVID safe practices in place. There is to be
no more than 10 people onsite (children and parents). We currently have 6 new prep students
enrolled with sessions planned on the following dates:
Friday 20th November – 9:00-11:00
Friday 27th November – 9:00-11:00
Friday 4th December – 9:00-11:30 (bring hat and snack)
Friday 11th December – 9:00-12:00 (bring hat and snack)
Mrs Shandelle Wood has also been making special visits to the kinders where our students are
coming from. She is familiarising herself to the children in readiness for 2021.

5/6 CAMP COTTGE BY THE SEA, QUEENSCLIFF
It is now confirmed that students in Years 5/6 will be attending the Cottage By The Sea beach camp at
Queenscliff from Monday 7th – Thursday 10th December. Relevant medical and consent forms have
been sent home and need to be returned to the school asap. Further information will also follow in
the coming weeks.

GROUNDS & BUILDINGS UPDATE
Bushfire preparedness works will take place over the coming months. This work includes the clearing
of vegetation close to buildings, consistent mowing, trimming/pruning and spraying to keep the grass
down, edging around garden beds and the installation of weed matting and rocks to act a
barrier.
Quoting is in progress on internal MARC Portable works (flooring and carpet, replacement/patch up
plaster) and the installation of a false wall in the 2-4 room to provide a barrier between the
classroom and the Art room equipment.
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5/6 BIKE EDUCATION
Students in Years 5/6 have been eagerly anticipating in the Bike Education Program. In the 4 sessions
all students have been improving their knowledge whilst developing these lifelong skills.
About Bike Education
The program involves a mix of practical activities conducted off-road (in the school grounds) and
on-road (on local roads) together with classroom activities. The program will be facilitated by Mr
Murray Hall (fully qualified Instructor) and supported by Ms Sherriden Byrne. Please find below the
outline of the program:


getting started



basic bike skills



building skills for riding in traffic



riding on paths and



riding on-road.

Dates
Wednesday 4th November – 12:00-1:30pm
Thursday 5th December – 12:00-1:30pm
Big Ride (off road) – Thursday 12th November (9:00-12:00)
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GRANT APPLICATIONS
I have recently submitted two grants, seeking funding to improve the school grounds. I have applied
for the refurbishment of the old basketball court, requesting approximately $70,000 through the
Minor Capital Works Grant. I have also applied for the replacement of the sand pit and eating area
shade sail coverings, requesting approximately $5,000 through the Sun Smart Schools Grant. We are
still awaiting responses to see if we were successful or not.

BOOK WEEK
On Tuesday 27th October students and staff participated in the annual Book Week celebrations where
a high percentage of students and all staff dressed up as a character from a book. A (zoom meeting)
virtual parade took place in individual classrooms, followed by Mr Tatchell reading his character book
‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and finishing with 30 minute activity rotations. Many photos were
uploaded to our school Facebook page.
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SCHOOL NURSING PROGRAM
Today the regional school nurse conducted health screenings (hearing, vision. general health) on our
current prep students. Parents will receive feedback if further follow up is recommended.

WORLD TEACHERS DAY

Today is World Teachers’ Day where we acknowledge and celebrate the wonderful work our teachers
do! At Timor Primary school we are extremely lucky to have such a committed, caring and skilled
group of teachers. A big thankyou to our teaching staff Ms Byrne, Mrs Wood, Mr Sheean,
Mrs Ellis-Hall and Mrs Kim McLean and of course our Principal Mr Tatchell. A special morning tea
was organised to celebrate.

Regards,
Andrew Tatchell
Principal
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Throughout the month of October many students have taken the
opportunity to walk safely to school. Staff have been supporting the
students to walk safely and encouraging them to be active. This
initiative finished today with a big walk from the Timor playground.
Well done to all students and families who participated and were
encouraged to get active.
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School Council approved a small increase in Uniform Prices for 2020 as
listed.
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TIMOR PRIMARY SCHOOL – Snake Protocol
What to do when there is a snake sighting
Student - In the event of a snake sighting on or near the School grounds, please observe the following protocols:

Move away from the snake immediately and find the nearest teacher. If you cannot see a teacher go to
the office and tell them.

Do not approach, scare or throw things at the snake or get in the path of the snake.

Tell other students who are nearby to move away from the area.
Staff - For staff who may be told of a sighting, regardless of where you are:

Contact the Principal (or send a responsible student with a message of the location of the snake). The
principal/delegate will immediately attend the scene.

At the same time you should make your way to the vicinity of the snake to ensure other students have
not approached it or are interfering with it, do not put yourself in danger, but instruct others from a safe
distance. In doing this, be clear to students that there is a ‘no go zone’. This will be reinforced when back
up staff arrive.

Do not leave the area of the snake sighting until instructed to do so.
What to do in the event of a snake bite
ACTION

Call 000 immediately (even if you are not 100% certain of a snake bite). If the snake is still visible (or within striking distance), move away to minimize the risk of a second bite.

Seek assistance from another staff member or reliable student. Call 000 if you haven’t already done so.

Another staff member will inform the principal or deputy who will attend the scene immediately and will
contact the family of the victim. At the same time the principal or delegate will refer to the students’
records to find out more about the victim’s medical history. This will also assist the medical staff in
treating the bite. The principal and staff member will call on other staff to evacuate/supervise the
students whilst they remain with the victim. The principal and staff will remain in mobile phone contact.

Following this the principal or delegate will contact: DET emergency services 1800126126,
Regional emergency manager, the Shire of Campaspe.
BASIC FIRST AID AND MONITORING
If at all possible try to identify the snake if it is still visible as this will help the medical staff in providing the best
medical care. If the snake has moved away and is no longer visible do not go looking for it. You are increasing
the risk of another bite. Remember, identifying the snake is helpful, but not paramount in treating the victim.








Reassure the victim. Keep the patient calm.
Restrict movement. Limited movement will reduce the spread of the venom. A crepe bandage is advised
for this but may not be available. If not available, a T-shirt or windcheater will suffice.
Remove all restrictive jewellery. Remove watches, rings, bracelets etc.
Cut away restrictive clothing.
Keep the patient warm. This reduces the risk of shock.
Monitor the vital signs until the ambulance arrives or you reach a medical facility.
Be prepared for CPR. Maintain airways and ensure proper ventilation and maintain cardiovascular
integrity.

RECOVERY
Depending on the circumstances, appropriate information and support will be offered to students and staff to
assist in recovery.
Reviewed: November 2018
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School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear
direction on the safest options for preserving life.
Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR)
will be closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined in their Bureau
of Meteorology district.
Our school has been identified as being one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR.
Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day closure by
letter, Facebook notification and/or text message. A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency
Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once we are advised
of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the school day.
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.
This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is also
important to note that:




No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day
School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of
Meteorology district in which the camp is located.

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children
should never be left at home or in the care of older children.
For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest
option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day.
As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our
Emergency Management Plan.
What can parents do?







Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in
the event that our school is closed.
Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us
by reading our newsletters, by checking our website and by talking to your child’s teacher or any other
member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan.
Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal
area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.
If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.

You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Early
Childhood Development website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/
closures.aspx
For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call the
24-hour Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 1800 240 667.
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